
2019-2020 Budget Edition

Clinton Central School
 District Newsletter

Once again, thank you for all of your support this year, whether 
it be through your attendance at our many events in the arts and 
athletics, your continued financial support through the Clinton 
Foundation and Dollars for Scholars, the donation of your time 
and expertise as guests and volunteers in our classrooms, or every 
other way that you have helped our faculty, staff and students.  

This year has again been an incredible one for us in terms of our 
district again receiving national recognition as one of the Best 
Communities for Music Education 2019 for our outstanding 
commitment to music education, and the community-wide 
celebration and participation in the Kraft Hockeyville events at 
the beginning of the year. In addition, our students continue to 
perform well in the Arts, academics, and athletics both regionally 
and nationally in many areas, and we are proud of being an 
integral part of our community through our many service 
projects and collaborations. Such success does not occur by 
happenstance, but rather it is the product of clarifying a vision of 
excellence, developing strategic goals that includes excellence and 
support for ALL students, and providing a culture that celebrates 
inclusivity and diversity for ALL community stakeholders. The 
idea of working together to support ALL students is the theme 
of this newsletter, and you are a large part of what we have 
accomplished, and I thank you for that.

This is the time of year for the community’s thoughtful 
consideration of our spending plan for the 2019-2020 school year, 
and I am proud of the work we have accomplished together 
during the development of this budget upon which you will 
vote on May 21. Again, this year we have developed a plan that 
I believe is educationally responsible to our students and fiscally 
responsible to our community. We also engaged in an internal 
process that required us to analyze all areas of our expenditures in 
order to find efficiencies, which allowed us to decrease costs, and 
reclaim those funds to preserve our vital programs and improve 

in areas identified as district-level and building-level strategic 
priorities. This was especially challenging given the meager 1% 
increase in Foundation Aid from New York State this year and 
the now permanent tax cap formula that limits us to a maximum 
2.24% increase in our tax levy.

Finally, I do want to call your attention to the additional non-school 
related Proposition 3 involving proposed taxation by the Kirkland 
Town Library. This proposition is completely independent of the 
school district program and budget, and is part of this voting 
process by law with the school district acting only as a facilitator 
of the vote, and a pass-through mechanism to collect taxes on 
behalf of the library (see page 3). Taxes would be collected from 
school district residents regardless of the town in which they live; 
therefore, school district residents are the deciding voters. Again, 
this is not associated with the school district.

I encourage you to read this budget newsletter and related articles 
in The Waterville Times and Clinton Record newspapers to learn 
more, and you can also visit the school district website at www.
ccs.edu to find access to additional resources that will help you 
make an informed decision on Tuesday, May 21. You can also 
come to our budget hearing presentation on Tuesday, May 14 at 
6:00 p.m. in the high school cafeteria, or meet with me and others 
in the Village of Clinton at “Coffee with the Superintendent” at 
Utica Coffee on Wednesday, May 15 at 9 a.m., or “Soup with the 
“Soup”erintendent” at Alteri’s Restaurant on Thursday, May 16 
at Noon.

Thank you for your time and interest in learning about the school 
budget and our educational programs!

Stephen L. Grimm, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

A Message from the Superintendent

BUDGET VOTE: 
May 21, 2019 

Noon - 8:00 p.m., Theatre Lobby

BUDGET HEARING: 
May 14, 2019 

6:00 p.m., HS Cafeteria

Dear Clinton Central School District Resident:
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??

Revenues … where the  
money will come from 

Revenues Actual
2018-2019

Proposed
2019-2020

Local Property Tax $15,362,467 $15,706,206 
State Aid $11,264,781 $12,054,715
Other $617,065 $776,297
Fund Balance $550,000 $550,000
Reserve $100,000 $150,000
Total Revenue $27,894,313 $29,237,218

and what it will be spent on ... 
Expenditures

Expenditure Actual
2018-2019

Proposed
2019-2020

Instruction  $13,021,874  $13,810,571
Benefits  $7,413,849  $7,420,499
Debt Service/Transfers  $2,992,212  $3,489,704 
Transportation  $887,951  $1,004,146
Operations & Maintenance  $1,459,897  $1,398,398
Administration  $2,118,530  $2,113,900
Total Expenditure  $27,894,313  $29,237,218

What happens if this budget 
proposal is defeated?
The Board of Education has three options under the law.

• Submit the same budget to the voters for a second 
vote on the third Tuesday of June;

• Revise and submit the budget for a second vote on 
the third Tuesday of June;

• Reduce the budget by eliminating the purchase 
of equipment and any amounts tied to the 
community’s use of the school facilities, and declare 
a contingency budget without a second vote.

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, 
equipment expenditures of $313,582 will be removed and 
other items as required by New York State Education 
Department regulations.

State Aid
41.23%

Local Property 
Taxes

53.72%

Reserve
0.51%

Fund Balance 
1.88%

Other 
2.66%

Instruction
47.24%

Benefits 25.38%

Debt Service
11.94%

Transportation
3.43%

Operations and 
Maintenance

4.78%
Administration 7.23%

MAY 14
Meet the Candidates, 5:30 p.m. High School Cafeteria
Budget Hearing, 6:00 p.m., High School Cafeteria

MAY 21
Budget Vote, Noon to 8:00 p.m., Theater Lobby
District Art Festival

MAY 22 
CCSD Foundation Mtg., 6:30 p.m. Secondary Media Center

MAY 23 
National Jr. Honor Society Induction, 7:00 p.m., Theater

MAY 24 
Give Back Snow Day, No School

MAY 28 
Elementary School  Math Awards

MAY 29 
High School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m.,Theater

MAY 30 
Middle School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theater  U
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Three-Part Budget Summary
New York State requires districts to present their proposed budgets in three categories: program, capital and 
administrative. The chart below shows the dollar amount and percentage of spending in each of those three categories in 
the 2018 – 2019 budget and the proposed 2019 – 2020 budget. 

Program:
2018-19 ....................................................$19,994,750 ........ 71.68%
2019-20 ....................................................$20,821,525 ........ 71.22%

Capital:
2018-19 ......................................................$4,975,062 ........ 17.84%
2019-20 ......................................................$5,436,498 ........ 18.59%

Administrative:
2018-19 ......................................................$2,924,501 ........ 10.48%
2019-20 ......................................................$2,979,195 ........ 10.19%

Total:
2018-19 ....................................................$27,894,313 ...... 100.00%
2019-20 ....................................................$29,237,218 ...... 100.00% 

Program includes:
 All instructional programs, transportation, athletics, co-curricular 

and associated employee benefits.

Capital includes:
 Operation of buildings, maintenance of buildings, refunded taxes, debt service, and associated employee benefits.

Administrative includes:
 Board of Education, central administration, finance, legal services, personnel, public information, central services, special items, supervision of 

instruction and associated employee benefits.

PROPOSITION 1
Resolved, that the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, is hereby 
authorized to expend and there is hereby appropriated, the sum of $29,237,218 estimated by it to be necessary for 
school purposes for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2019 and to raise so much thereof as may be necessary by tax 
on the taxable property in said School District.

PROPOSITION 2
Shall the Board of Education (the “Board of Education”) of the Clinton Central School District (the “School District”) be 
authorized and directed to establish a new Capital Reserve Fund, in accordance with the provisions of Section 3651 of the 
New York Education Law, to be known as the “2019 Capital Reserve Fund”; to be funded in a maximum amount not to 
exceed $10,000,000; with a term of 10 years; which shall be used to pay the cost of construction, reconstruction, improvement, 
rehabilitation and repair of School District buildings and facilities and related improvements, and the acquisition of 
original furnishings, equipment, machinery and apparatus required for the purposes for which such improvements are 
to be used, with the Capital Reserve Fund amount to be raised by appropriations from the School District’s undesignated 
fund balance, in such amounts as determined annually by the Board of Education?

PROPOSITION 3
Shall the sum of $324,784 be raised by annual levy of a tax upon the taxable property within the Clinton Central School 
District for the purpose of funding the Kirkland Town Library?

Library tax is not school tax and is not part of the school district budget. When a school district is approached by a library 
regarding tax levies, the district does not have a choice with respect to whether to present the proposition to voters. Under 
Education Law section 259, a BOE must submit a library appropriation to voters if requested by a library’s board of trustees.

For more information, visit www.kirklandtownlibrary.org/your-library-your-voice-2/, or contact Director Anne Debraggio at 
adebraggio@midyork,org.

Board of Education Candidates
Two incumbent candidates will be running for 
two vacant at-large Board of Education seats. 

Candidates include:
Erica Shaw
Mary Lou Lauchert

The community will have the opportunity to meet the 
candidates on May 14 at 5:30 p.m. in the high school 
cafeteria. The Budget Hearing will follow.

Notice
Absentee Ballots are available in the Superintendent’s 
Office or by calling 315-557-2253.

MAY 14
Meet the Candidates, 5:30 p.m. High School Cafeteria
Budget Hearing, 6:00 p.m., High School Cafeteria

MAY 21
Budget Vote, Noon to 8:00 p.m., Theater Lobby
District Art Festival

MAY 22 
CCSD Foundation Mtg., 6:30 p.m. Secondary Media Center

MAY 23 
National Jr. Honor Society Induction, 7:00 p.m., Theater

MAY 24 
Give Back Snow Day, No School

MAY 28 
Elementary School  Math Awards

MAY 29 
High School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m.,Theater

MAY 30 
Middle School Spring Concert, 7:00 p.m., Theater
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Clinton Central School District Budget NoticeClinton Central School District Budget Notice

Overall Budget Proposal

Budget Adopted 
for the 2018-2019 

School Year

Budget Proposed 
for the 2019-2020  

School Year

Contingency 
Budget for the 

2019-2020 
School Year*

Total budgeted amount, not including separate propositions $27,894,313 $29,237,218 $28,893,479
Increase / decrease for the 2019-2020 school year $1,342,905 $999,166
Percentage increase (decrease) in each proposed budget 4.81% 3.58%
Change in the Consumer Price Index 2.44%

A. Proposed Tax Levy to Support the Total Budgeted Amount, 
Net of Reserve

$15,362,467 $15,706,206

B. Levy to Support Library Debt, if Applicable $0 $324,784
C. Levy for Non-Excludable Propositions, if Applicable ** $0 $0
D. Total Tax Cap Reserve Amount Used to Reduce Current Year Levy $0 $0
E. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy (A + B + C - D) $15,362,467 $16,030,990 $15,687,251
F. Total Permissible Exclusions $642,201 $612,635
G. School Tax Levy Limit, Excluding Levy for Permissible 
Exclusions

$14,720,266 $15,093,571

H. Total Proposed School Year Tax Levy, Excluding Levy to 
Support Library Debt and/or Permissible Exclusions  
(E - B - F + D)

$14,720,266 $15,093,571

I. Difference: (G - H): (Negative Value Requires 60.0% Voter 
Approval – See Note Below Regarding Separate Propositions) **

$0 $0

Administrative component $2,924,501 $2,979,195 $2,974,038
Program component $19,994,750 $20,821,525 $20,562,063
Capital component $4,975,062 $5,436,498 $5,357,378

Basic STAR Exemption Savings

Estimated Basic STAR Exemption Savings1

Under the Budget Proposal for the 2019 - 2020 School Year
$726

If the Board of Education adopts a contingency budget, equipment expenditures of $313,582 will be removed and other items as 
required by New York State Education Department regulations.

The annual budget vote for the fiscal year 2019-20 by the qualified voters of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New York, 
will be held at the Theater Lobby in said district on Tuesday, May 21, 2019 between the hours 12:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m., prevailing time in 
the Middle School at which time the polls will be opened to vote by voting ballot or machine.

Description Amount

Kirkland Town Library $324,784

Capital Reserve $ 10,000,000

** List Separate Propositions that are not included in the Total 
Budgeted Amount: (Tax Levy associated with educational or 
transportation services propositions are not eligible for exclusion 
and may affect voter approval requirements)

1 The basic school tax relief (STAR) exemption is authorized by section 425 of the Real Property Tax Law.
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7.23% of budget

Board of Education
Central Administration
Business Administration
Auditing
Treasurer
Tax Collection
Fiscal Agent Fees
Legal Services
Personnel
Central Printing
Data Processing
Liability/Property Insurance
Refund Taxes
BOCES Administration
Curriculum Development
Supervision of Schools

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019
Budget

 
26,772

234,742
382,487
25,950
20,185
8,200

10,000
50,000
22,330

131,900
23,000

110,000
5,000

308,877
9,000 

750,086

2,118,530

District Support
2019-2020 
Proposed

36,316
242,795
381,357
26,565
20,857
7,700

10,000
50,000
22,707

123,100
13,000

105,000
5,000

295,035
11,200

763,267

2,113,900

47.24% of budget

Teaching/Regular School
Special Education
Library/Media
Computer Instruction
Guidance
Health Services
Psychological Services
Social Work Services
Co-Curricular Activities
Athletics

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019 
Budget

 
7,971,210 
2,782,934

226,463
553,791
271,710
201,961
72,985

282,601
257,371
400,848

13,021,873

Instruction
2019-2020
Proposed

8,287,846
3,157,852

229,892
588,447
337,453
209,146
74,939

235,123
252,685
437,187

13,810,571

25.38% of budget

Health, Dental & Vision Insurance
Teachers’ Retirement
Employees’ Retirement
Social Security (FICA)
Workers Compensation
Life Insurance
Disability Insurance
Benefits Administration
Employee 403B Deferral

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019
Budget

 
4,938,989
1,018,723

266,745
898,893 
55,000
9,355
3,000

16,645
206,500

7,413,849

Benefits
2019-2020 
Proposed

5,094,931
881,004
267,597
923,467
50,000
8,855
3,000

16,645
175,000

7,420,4993.43% of budget

Transportation
BOCES Bus Maintenance 

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019
Budget

 
717,951
170,000

887,951

Student Transportation
2019-2020
Proposed

834,146
170,000

1,004,146

11.80% of budget

School Construction Bonds
School Bus Bonds
School Construction BAN
Energy Performance Contract

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019
Budget

 
2,479,162

182,050
-

271,000

2,932,212

Debt Service
2019-2020 
Proposed

790,224
123,400

2,255,080
281,000

3,449,704

4.78% of budget

Custodial Services
Maintenance Expenses

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019 
Budget

 
1,255,598

204,299

1,459,897

Operations and Maintenance
2019-2020 
Proposed

1,202,686
195,712

1,398,398

.14% of budget

School Food Service
Special Education/Summer School

SUBTOTAL

2018-2019 
Budget

 
10,000
50,000

60,000

Interfund Transfers
2019-2020
Proposed

5,000
35,000

40,000

    TOTAL PROPOSED BUDGET 
 

2018-2019 Budget: $27,894,313
2019-2020 Proposed: $29,237,218

Proposed 2019-2020 
Breakdown of Expenditures
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During this school year, CCS teachers initiated participation in 
the Positivity Project, driven by increasing concern regarding 
the mental and emotional health of young people. Five different 
character traits or topics have been highlighted and discussed 
at school in recent weeks. The goal is to empower students 
to build positive relationships by equipping educators with 
the training, strategy, and resources to teach the 24 character 
strengths of positive psychology. Students and staff have 
participated in age-appropriate activities to identify character 
strengths, and to appreciate traits of those with whom they 
interact. Evidence can be found along the hallways and in the 
classrooms of all three buildings. #OtherPeopleMatter.

ALL students can accept challenges

SKILLS USA COMPETITION 
 — Kayla Morrell, a Criminal 
Justice student at Oneida-
Herkimer-Madison BOCES, 
was part of a three-person 
team, along with two students 
from Utica, that participated 
in the SKILLS USA Area 2 
Regional Competition at 
SUNY Morrisville. The team 
placed first in the category 
“Crime Scene Investigation”. 
Kayla and her team went on to 
compete at the state level at the 
Syracuse Fairgrounds in April.

Congratulations!

BRAIN SHOW — Over 100 students were chosen from the 
audience of Clinton elementary students to be contestants 
on “The Brain Show”, answering questions about math, 
pop culture, science, and more! The students especially 
enjoyed watching their teachers participate and act silly 
on stage. Thank you to Glenn and Carl from The Brain 
Show, to the students and teachers for being an amazing 
audience and enthusiastic contestants, and the Clinton PTA 
for sponsoring this event!

Mission: Clinton Central School proudly educates and empowers students to realize their potential and become 
thoughtful contributing members of society.

Vision: Our students are prepared through engaging, meaningful and challenging learning opportunities delivered by 
motivated and inspired professionals, and supported through collaborative partnerships with family, businesses, civic 
organizations and institutions of higher education.

2018-2019 Board of Education Goal #4: The Board of Education supports the implementation of practices, 
programs and curriculum to ensure a culture that values kindness, and embraces inclusivity and diversity for all school 
community stakeholders.

The Positivity Project



 Budget 2019-2020  7

Battle of the Books
Eight teams involving 100 students competed at Hamilton College. Both 
the CCS high school and middle school teams placed third, identifying 
quotes from 20 books. The high school team was comprised of Karina 
Davis, Victoria Elefante, and May Butunoi, and middle school competitors 
included  Eva Gaetano, Elizabeth Bashant, Eli Davis, and Maren Wohnsen. 
The teams are advised by library media specialist Karen Zaleski and 
teacher assistant Melissa Roy.

High School Science Fair
A total of 29 students participated in the fair held on December 
14. Judges were extremely impressed with the quality of the 
research, data collection, the ability to communicate results 
and answer questions, as well as with the well-designed 
displays. “One of the best years they've seen in a long time”. 
Winners include:

1st Place: Erica Racioppa - High School Memories

2nd Place: Emily Le - E. Coli of Surface Soil from Septic Systems

3rd Place: Mallory Wickline - Microplastic Prevalence in 
Drinking Water

National Merit Finalists
National Merit Finalists Kim Rivera and Eva Borton earned 
this designation by scoring in the top 15,000 of the 1.6 million 
students who took the PSAT tests during their junior year. At 
the March 26 Board of Education meeting, Kim and Eva were 
congratulated and presented with certificates by High School 
Principal Dr. Matt Lee, and Superintendent Dr. Stephen 
Grimm.

Twelve middle school and high school technology students 
recently competed against other area schools in STEM 
competitions including junkyard wars, projectile devices, 
3D printing, and CAD. CCS placed in every entered event in 
both the middle school and high school divisions!  

Congratulations to the following students:

Eli Davis, Ian Chang, Georgia Deep, Mikhail Karyagin, 
Abel Widiss, Brianna Howe, Matthew Gromo, Andrew 
Gadziala, Daniel Seymour, Karina Davis, Nick Gale, 
Matthew Gadziala

STEM Exploration Showcase at SUNY POLY
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ALL students can collaborate

Olympics of the Visual Arts
The Olympics of the Visual Arts (OVA) is a program 
sponsored by the New York State Arts Association which 
encourages students to work individually or in groups to 
solve a series of world related problem from an artistic 
point of view.  Students collaborate, research and present 
long term solutions in several areas. Students then travel 
to Saratoga to compete in solving spontaneous short term 
problems. This year, Clinton elementary students placed 
3rd in graphics, 1st in sculpture and fashion design and 
participated in architecture. Middle school teams placed 
2nd in drawing, painting, fashion design and architecture, 
and 1st in sculpture. High school students placed 3rd in 
drawing, and 2nd in painting and architecture.  They 
also participated in sculpture, photography, and fashion 
design. Over 40 school districts competed at this state-
wide event. Thank you to art teachers Lynn Hall, Amy 
Pape, Mindy Pavone and Angelo Gaetano for advising 
the 86 students involved.

BOARD GAME TUESDAY —  Board Game Tuesday was launched 
in December with about 30 students participating, promoting 
cooperation. The program is open to 3-5th grade students every 
Tuesday. Thank you to members of the elementary school flag 
patrol teams, and to high school student Danny Martinelli who 
assisted in keeping the atmosphere positive and enjoyable.  

GREEN TEAM — The Green Team learned about composting 
and made "compost in a bottle" to be used in Mrs. Moshier's 
5th grade garden.

MATH PRESENTERS — Two groups of students under the 
supervision of Math teacher Nancy Zumpano presented to 
teachers in Albany and Rochester on the topics of Break-out 
Boxes and a New Way of Assessing Student Work. Students 
also were given the opportunity to visit colleges in those cities.

Fifth Grade Gardeners
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SCIENCE OLYMPIAD — Eighteen CCS students competed at the state level Science Olympiad placing 28th out of 56 
teams. Students Joe Pascucci, Lauren Chmielewski, and Yihan Xie were awarded medals in individual categories.

Scholar Athletes
CCS winter varsity sports teams received the designation of scholar 
athletes for maintaining a team GPA of at least 90% (see right): 

The Clinton Central School District recognizes that athletics is an extension 
of the classroom experience, designed to support and enhance academic 
achievement, and strives to involve as many students as possible to 
maximize opportunities to support moral, social and emotional growth of 
student athletes. 

Congratulations to all of our athletes for a great season.

BOYS BOWLING - 92.36            

GIRLS BASKETBALL - 92.34

BOYS INDOOR TRACK - 91.92  

GIRLS INDOOR TRACK - 91.27

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL - 91.23 

GIRLS ICE HOCKEY - 90.41    

Clinton girls won their 3rd straight Section III indoor track 
& field team Championship! 

Girls Indoor Track & Field

Danielle Casab was the high bowler for the Center State 
Conference league with a 190 average, which automatically 
qualified her to be on the 2019 Section 3 Girls Composite 
Bowling Team at the State Finals held on March 9 at Strikes-
N-Spares in Syracuse.

Girls Varsity Bowling



10    Clinton Central School District  Budget 2019-2020  11

ALL students can be kind and support their community

COINS FOR CARING — 
Positivity Project activities 
promoting character and 
kindness dovetailed nicely 
with the kindergarten 
Coins for Caring initiative. 
Kindergarten students 
performed chores at home 
and donated their earnings 
of $1000 to purchase food 
boxes at Hannaford for 
local families.

FIFTH GRADE BAND — The 5th Grade Band performed at the 
Hamilton College Men’s Basketball game to a supportive audience.

Celso Vasquez, a junior at Clinton High 
School, was a student in Guatemala until 
the age of 13. He initiated a collection 
of used soccer equipment to send to 
children in Guatemala who have none. 

Preswick Glen
The high school art department asked 10 students to 
partake in a community service project that involved 
residents at Preswick Glen.  The project stemmed from a 
school-wide movement called “other people matter”. Each 
student chose a resident and created a portrait in a variety 
of mediums. Residents were delighted with the results and 
enjoyed connecting with the students.

Elementary students demonstrated the character trait 
“love” by visiting and engaging Brookdale residents in 
craft activities.

CRAFT FAIR — The Kirkland Police Department and 
CCS high school students combined their efforts to 
raise $788 for the St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital by 
auctioning items off at this year’s Craft Fair.

Stuff the Bus 
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ALL students can explore new ideas and embrace cultures

FARM TO TABLE — Mrs. Wightman of Cornell Cooperative 
Extension visited first grade and engaged students in a Farm to 
Table activity.   Some acted as farmers and “sold” their items to 
the other children who were “paying customers”, requiring them 
to budget their money and make choices according to what they 
could afford.  Thank you to Cooperative Extension for a fun 
activity and to our cafeteria staff who made us carrot muffins as 
part of Agriculture Week!

MIDDLE SCHOOL STEM — A group of middle school girls 
engaged in a STEM workshop where they worked with 
drones. Thank you to Anne Laird, Project Coordinator from 
MVCC who made this possible.

TEDxClintonMiddleSchool 

TEDxClintonMiddleSchool was hosted for the second year in the Performing Arts 
Theater Complex. Included were five student and five adult speakers. Student 
speakers were Ariana Febus, who spoke about the effects of bullying; Chloe Freund 
shared her story of perseverance; Eva Gaetano, spoke about the importance of 
sharing your voice; Darcy Head, questioned our understanding about truth; and 
Olivia Peto informed the audience that some things aren’t funny.

The adult speakers included Christopher Albrecht, the New York Teacher of the 
Year of 2018 who shared his understanding of what giftedness should be; Alicia 
Dicks, president/CEO of The Community Foundation, talked about the importance 
of everyday heroes; Michael Eagle, entrepreneur and musician, challenged the 
current education system; Jordan Gross, leadership coach, pushed us outside of our comfort zone and helped us find comfort 
in that new area; and Debby Hepburn, beloved English teacher, shared the power of personal connection. 

SHAKO:WI CULTURAL 
CENTER — On January 
17 and 18, fourth 
grade classes visited 
the Shako:wi Cultural 
Center in Oneida , 
culminating a study of 
the Iroquois.  Students 
toured a museum full 
of wonderful artifacts 
that were made and 
used by the Iroquois 
long ago, and listened 
to a legend about the 
No-Face doll.  Students 
made their own corn 
husk dolls to share 
with their families.

TRAVEL — Kindergarten students “traveled” to foreign 
countries and engaged in craft activities to discover 
similarities in world holiday traditions. They had their 
suitcases packed and even had boarding passes for 
their trip! 



12    Clinton Central School District  Budget 2019-2020  13

Grade 1Kindergarten

ALL students can engage in the Arts

Suessical the Musical

Elementary Art Display
On March 12, elementary students enjoyed 
the opportunity to display their artwork at the 
Artisan’s Corner in the village of Clinton. Thank 
you to hosts Linda and Joe McHarris and local 
assisting artists. An estimated 150 people came 
together to help celebrate Youth Art Month.  

Grade 2

Grade 4Grade 3 Grade 5
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  All County Performers & Tri Band Festival

Middle School Poets
Poetry from the middle school publication Words 
of a Warrior was judged by a group at the Kirkland 
Town Library. Seventh grader Alicyn Calcara won 
first place with her poem Memories, which earned 
her a spot in the Kirkland Town Library's Poetry 
Path. Her winning poem will be at the site located 
outside of the Performing Arts Theater Complex. 
Eighth grader, Mistee Eldevik-LaCotera's poem, 
Rivers of Gold won Honorable Mention.  
  
The poems were also judged in the Old Forge 
Library's poetry contest where Olivia Peto won 
first place. Honorable Mentions went to Alexandra 
Abraham, Christopher Brady, and Aidan Evans. 
These poems will be on display until May 31 and 
then will travel to other libraries.

Tri Band Festival

Jr. High All County Chorus

Elementary All County Orchestra

Jr. High All County Orchestra Elementary All County Band

Middle School Poets
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ALL students can be grateful

Capital Project
Capital Project 2018 is progressing nicely with enhanced security at entrances, telecommunication upgrades, relocation 
of building offices and classrooms, asbestos removal, electrical and plumbing upgrades underway. Crews have been 
working over the school breaks, and in the early morning to avoid disruption during hours school is in session. 

Support from the Community
Since its inception almost 20 years ago, the CCSD Foundation has donated over $500,000 to purchase equipment and 
services that would not otherwise be affordable. Recently, the District received $32,391 to use toward the purchase of a CNC 
Machine and associated supplies for the Project Lead the Way program.

A Hamilton College Town Gown grant in the amount of $10,500 was received to be used to purchase a Google Expedition 
Virtual Reality Kit, and to provide related professional development for our teachers.

Our local Dollars for Scholars chapter helps students achieve their educational goals by raising scholarship funds, 
establishing endowments, providing assistance with college readiness and the financial aid process, and distributing 
$140,000 in scholarships to graduating seniors each year.

Thank you to those community members who devote their time and talents to support the students of CCS.

The CCSD Foundation recently displayed at the OHM BOCES 
School Boards Institute Showcase, informing attendees of the 
good work that they do for the students of CCS.

Elementary students using Chromebooks purchased with 
funds donated by the CCSD Foundation.
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Staff Accomplishments

2019 Best Communities 
for Education
CCS has again been named to the list of Best 
Communities for Music Education for 2019 by 
the NAMM Foundation. Congratulations to our 
music staff and the students who benefit from 
their efforts.

STUDENTS HELPING STUDENTS —  First and fourth grade 
Book Buddies.

Third graders read for 2019 seconds.

EBMA CONFERENCE — Middle school ELA teacher Sarah Gaetano 
and middle school principal Dr. Shaun Carney recently traveled to 
Austin, Texas (all expenses paid) to serve on a panel at the Educational 
Book and Media Association’s (EBMA) conference. The topic of their 
session was Graphic Novels: Format, Function, and Future. 

National Board Certification
National Board Certification was designed to develop, retain 
and recognize accomplished teachers and to generate ongoing 
improvement in schools nationwide. It is the most respected 
professional certification available in K-12 education. Physical 
education teacher Darcey Cross, and middle school teacher Mary 
Anne Murray recently earned this designation after completing a 
rigorous qualifying process. Congratulations!
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Thirty-nine students were inducted into the National Honor Society at a ceremony held on 
March 13. Thank you to advisor Michele Dunn for coordinating this event, and to keynote 

speaker John King, middle school science teacher.

National Honor Society


